
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hyundai Motorsport takes the i20 WRC to altitude 

 

 Hyundai Motorsport resumed testing the i20 WRC after a short break in early 

September 

 The team prepared for altitude conditions during the second half of the 

month 

 

Alzenau, Germany  

 

September 30, 2013 – After a busy summer of intensive testing, the development of 

the Hyundai i20 WRC continued in the second half of September as the Hyundai 

Motorsport team returned the car to tarmac on a three day test session in France 

followed by a week of testing on gravel at high-altitude in the South of Spain. 

 

“For the last couple of months we’ve tested every two weeks on all kinds of 

conditions and surfaces to continue the collection of valuable feedback and data. 

After the Finland test it was very important for us to take a short break back at the 

factory in order to review and evaluate the work done so far as the schedule will be 

even busier from now on’” observed Hyundai Motorsport Team Principal Michel 

Nandan.  

 

The Hyundai Motorsport team travelled from Germany to France in mid-September 

then to the South of Spain last week to test the car at altitude with both Bryan 

Bouffier and Juho Hänninen behind-the-wheel of a brand new i20 WRC. “This car is 

the same specification of the one we used in Finland in August but it features a 

couple of new elements. Also we have tested at altitude conditions” said Nandan. 

 

“Altitude is one of the challenges we’ll have to overcome next year in the FIA World 

Rally Championship especially in Mexico where the stages go up to 2500 meters. The 
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performance of the car can be affected under these conditions so the aim on this 

test was to study the engine behaviour and monitor the impact on the engine power. 

We also took the opportunity to keep on working on gravel set-up solutions and do 

some good mileage with the car” explained Nandan. 

 

Hyundai Motorsport’s test programme will continue unabated over the next months 

as the challenge in next year’s WRC begins in just over 100 days.  

 

-Ends- 

 

Additional high-resolution photos are available on our media website 

 

About Hyundai Motor  

Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Co. has grown into the Hyundai Motor Group, with more than two 

dozen auto-related subsidiaries and affiliates.  Hyundai Motor - which has seven manufacturing 

bases outside of South Korea including Brazil, China, the Czech Republic, India, Russia, Turkey and the 

U.S. - sold 4.4 million vehicles globally in 2012. Hyundai Motor, which employs over 90,000 worldwide, 

offers a full line-up of products including small to large passenger vehicles, SUVs and commercial 

vehicles.  

 

Further information about Hyundai Motor and its products is available at 

http://worldwide.hyundai.com and www.hyundaiglobalnews.com. 

 

 

About Hyundai Motorsport GmbH 

Established on 19 December 2012, Hyundai Motorsport GmbH is responsible for Hyundai’s global 

motorsport activities and primarily for its recently announced World Rally Championship programme.  

Based in Alzenau on the outskirts of Frankfurt in Germany, the company is in the process of 

establishing Hyundai’s return to WRC with a bespoke team of skilled staff developing a WRC-

specification i20.  
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To download high resolution photos for editorial use, please refer to: 

www.hyundai-ms.com 

Username : HyundaiWRC  

Password : hmsg2013 
 

For individual information please contact: 
 

Thomas Villette Nicoletta Russo 

Phone: +49-151 11354339 Phone: +49-176 8476 2802 

tvillette@hyundai-ms.com nrusso@hyundai-ms.com  
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